Comments on Proposed Repeal

of Historical Racing Rules
Comment Period: January 1, 2016 - January 31, 2016



Summary of Public Comments on Proposed Repeal of Rules Related to Historical Racing

Multiple proposed amendments related to the repeal of rules authorizing and regulating historical
racing at licensed Texas horse and greyhound racetracks were published in the Texas Register for a
30-day public comment period on Jan. 1, 2016. Though the public comment period officially ran from
Jan. 1 through Jan. 31, since Jan. 31 fell on a Sunday, staff continued to accept comments through
Feb. 1. A total of nearly 1,000 comments were received during this period in the form of letters,
emails, and faxes. All but one of the comments were in opposition to the proposed repeal of the
historical racing rules. The vast majority of the comments summarized in this document (about 95
percent) were form letters and emails. Please see below for examples and totals.

Letter in FAVOR of Repeal
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Letters and Emails OPPOSED to Repeal
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TRC STAFF NOTE

Attached to the January 31, 2016, letter from Andrea Young are comments and
documents previously submitted in connection with the original adoption of the historical
racing rules in 2014 and in connection with the previously posted proposal to repeal the
rules in 2015. These include:

The original request letter from the racing industry dated May 27, 2014,
petitioning for the proposal of rules authorizing and regulating pari-mutuel
wagering on historical racing. A copy of this letter may be found online at:
http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/packets/p20140610.pdf beginning on
page 20, where it was part of the June 10, 2014, Commission meeting packet.
The letter sets out the history of the development of the proposed rules,
describes the competitive disadvantage that Texas racing has in comparison to
other states, and describes the positive financial effects that historical racing
would have on Texas racing stakeholders. The petition is signed by
representatives of every racetrack and every horse and greyhound organization.

Various letters of support for the initial proposal of historical racing rules. These
were also part of the June 10, 2014, Commission meeting packet and may be
found online

at http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/packets/p20140610.pdf beginning
on page 69. The letters frequently describe the authors' interest and/or
experience in racing and always express support for historical racing. Some of
the letters were signed by or on behalf of industry organizations.

Comments in response to the publication of the proposed rules in the June 27,
2014, issue of the Texas Register. These letters were part of the public
comments packet for the August 28, 2014, Commission meeting. They may be
found online

at: http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/materials/20140728 PublicComm
ents.pdf. These include:

0 A detailed letter from Ms. Young in which she addresses the decline in
horse racing and projects that historical racing will increase purses in
Texas by approximately 40% and increase the state's total economic
activity by $500 to $600 million. Ms. Young's letter also responds to
issues raised by bingo advocates by denying that there is any evidence
that historical racing will have a negative impact on bingo operations. Ms.
Young's letter addresses legislative press releases and the request for an
attorney general's opinion by Rep. Dan Flynn by pointing out perceived
inaccuracies in those documents. The letter also requests two technical
corrections to the proposed rules, which the Commission agreed to make.

0 A letter submitted by Bill Moltz on behalf of several racetracks in support
of the proposed rules and agreeing with the request for changes made by
Ms. Young.

0 Letters in support of the proposed rules by the Texas Horsemen's
Partnership and the Texas Quarter Horse Association.

0 A letter in opposition to the proposed rules from the Senate Republican
Caucus which is signed by 15 State Senators. The letter challenges the
Commission's authority to adopt the rules and asserts that the subject
should be reserved for the Legislature's consideration.
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A letter signed by representatives of the Texas Arabian Breeders
Association, the Texas HBPA, the Texas Paint Horse Association, the
Texas Quarter Horse Association, the Texas Thoroughbred Association,
and the Texas Thoroughbred HBPA disagreeing with the letter from the
Senate Republican Caucus. This letter maintains that the Commission
does have the authority to adopt the rules and points out the dire
economic circumstances of the racing industry. There is also a similar,
separate letter from the Texas Greyhound Association.

Letters of support for historical racing from economic development
organizations and municipalities, including the Texas Association of
Business, the Franklin-Simpson Chamber of Commerce, the City of Grand
Prairie, and the City of Flores.

A letter from Gaming Laboratories International asserting that any
wagering conducted under the proposed rules would comply with the pari-
mutuel system of wagering.

Several letters of support from individual industry stakeholders.

Documentation of several petitions in support of the rules endorsed by
over 11,000 individuals and one petition in opposition endorsed by 548
individuals.

Documentation of the Public Comment Hearing held on June 17, 2014, at
which 410 comments were submitted in support of the rules and 161
comments were submitted in opposition. In addition, 58 individuals spoke
in support of the rules and 5 spoke in opposition.

A letter from Representative Alonzo supporting the Commission's efforts
to use its powers to help the racing industry.

Comments in response to the proposed repeal of historical racing published in
the June 26, 2105, issue of the Texas Register. These letters were part of the
public comments packet for the August 25, 2015, Commission meeting. They
may be found online

at: http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/materials/2015CommentsOnProp

osedRepealHistoricalRacingRules.pdf. These include:

o

Letters from State Representatives Turner, Davis, Howard, and Rodriguez
stating that Rider 7 funding should not be viewed as contingent on repeal
of the historical racing rules.

A letter from Representative Moody in support of historical racing.

A legal brief prepared on behalf of the Texas Thoroughbred HBPA in
support of the Commission's authority to adopt the historical racing rules.
This brief was prepared by former Texas Supreme Court Justice Scott
Brister.

Letters in opposition to the repeal of the historical racing rules from: the
Texas Greyhound Association; the Texas Thoroughbred Association; the
Texas Horsemen's Partnership; the Jockeys' Guild; and Sam Houston,
Valley, and Laredo Race Parks.

Documentation of several petitions in opposition to repeal of the rules
endorsed by 756 individuals.
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Fanuary 08, 2016

Al Dawsen

4934 Apache En
Croshy, I'x 773327117
() 281-421-2906

{c) B3Z-T46-(168

dahossd2 L@aol.com

Chuck Trout

Execuiive Divector

Texas Racing Commission
PO, Box 12080

Austin, Tx 78711

Subject; The Destruction of Horse Racing In Tenas
Dear My, Trout,

I don't know ali the legalistic's of the historical racing rules which is e canter of the
fight for our horse recing industry in Texas, however, 1 think it's appalting how some of
the people in charge ure doing their best 1o destroy the Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse
Racing in this state, We fought for years to get legal racing in this stare and uow thai we
have it, we're having 1o fight 1o keep it visble, Every state surrounding us has VLT's or
zome form of gambling to boost the purses for the tracks in their states, but not Texas.
For some reason, ignorence overrules our legisiator's in this swate and our owners,
trainers, fockey’s, breeder’s, truck warkers, and entire industry suffers for it. Why does
Texas have to always be the last on board for EVERYTHING? Please explain to me
why you want o destray borsing raciog in this state? 1 want to gei back in the industey,
however, why shoutd T do it in Texas when nobody in chavge cares what happens to
horse racing in Texas. Good stallions are moving ont of Texas 10 other states, we've jost
our sules because of the Indecision in this stete. What is it going to ke 1o correct the
dismantlement of Horse Racing in the State of Texas?

Sincerely.

et TR DA

Jill Dawsen
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ROBERT E. & PATRICIA C. ORTH
12315 LANNY LANE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77077
VIA EMAIL

January 29, 2016

Texas Racing Commission
P. O. Box 12080
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Racing Commissioners:

My wife and | have been in the Thoroughbred racing business since 1997 and had the pleasure of
running our first two horses in their opening seasons of racing at Sam Houston, Lone Star and Retama
Park.

We own interests in typically 4 - 6 horses of racing age and also have on occasion bred or co-bred
mares. Although small in terms of stable size we nonetheless have been ardent supporters of Texas
racing and have done our part to pump money into Texas racing. In addition to contracting the
services of Texas vets, truck haulers and breeding/training farms, our guest list was always "large”
(resulting in lots of money being spent at the track) when a horse of ours ran at one of the Texas
tracks. We are sustaining members of the Texas Thoroughbred Association.

In the past few years we have been for the most part absent from the Texas racing scene. Out of
necessity we have d to the Louisiana/Ark 5/Oklah circuit. Our Texas mare has been sold
and we spend very little for any Texas racing-based services. In order to stay in the business we had
no choice but to take this action; even in good years (based on racing wins) we could barely break
even racing in Texas. In the past two weeks we were fortunate to win a race at Fair Grounds in New
Orleans. The “pot’ was $41,000, meaning our share was $24,600. This type of scenario is not
available anymore to horse owners in Texas.

We would love to return to Texas racing full-time. We live a short 25 minute drive from Sam Houston!
At this point the only way for racing in Texas to return to some level of competiveness is to continue
the push and succeed in having Historical Racing approved and become part of the Texas racing scene.
We urge you to continue to keep the rules in place and let’s push Historical Racing to the finish line!

Thank you for your consideration.

) /))e ¢ e Okl
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TEXAS

ASEDCTATION

January 25, 2016

Texas Racing Commission
PO Box 12080
Austing, TX T8711-2080

Daar Commissianers,

The Texas Thoroughbred Association strongly opposas the measure publishad in the Texas
Register seeking to repeal rules authorizing and reguiating historical racing.

The Texas racing industry is in severs dacline and on the varge of disappearing altogather. As
the Commission is well-aware, Texas horses, horsemen, and associzted sarvice industries are
being forced to leave Texas and take their business to other states that supplement purses with
preceads from gambling activities that are illegal in Texas.

The prospact of historical racing in Texas is the anly thing providing hope o our struggling
industry. We firmly believe that historical racing provides a means of pari-mutuel wagerng and

falls within the Gommission™s scope of authority under current law,

The only development since the historical racing rubes were adopted that casts any doubt on the
Commigsion's authosity is a district court decision that is being appealed and may ultimately be
reversed. We believe the Commission should await the outcome of that legal process before
making any changes, and should not throw away all the work and resources that have been
invested by prematuraly abandoning rules that are so critical for tha industry,

Cn behalf of the more than 1,100 Texas Thoroughbred Association members, we respacifully
urge the Commission not to move forward with rapealing histarical racing rules.

Thank you,

" [\ i
¥ :I- L fi_

Mary Riyle

Executive Director

M

4009 Banister Lane, Suite 230 Austin, TX 78704
5124586133 Phone 512,453,5919 Fax
www. texasthoroughbred.com
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“As a Texan and Fan” Letters: 111

Emails: 299

“As a Texas Horseman” Letters: 92

Emails: 267
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“Please Do Not” Letters: 41

18 of 47



“Stand Tall” Letters: 14
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“It is Necessary” Letters: 14

“A Year Ago” Letters: 11
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“I’'m Writing to Ask” Letters: 9
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“For Over a Decade” Letters: 3
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“Oppose the Repeal...” Emails (40)

Tue 1/26/2016 3:18 PM

HISTOrical Racing

I oppose the repeal of the Historical Racing Terminals and request the current rules be kept in place.

Sincerely
Amold Lewis

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID
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Miscellaneous Emails (82)

Public Comment

To fo

© This message was sent with High importance

My name Is Wes Melcher and | have probably made the bigge st new Individual contribution to the Texas Thoroughbrad Industry in the entire state. | have bulit a large facility In Sulphur Springs Texas and 1 am employing several
people full time to care for over 125 horses currently. We have had a Texas Champlion every yearsince | entered the mdustry three years ago. We zlso have brought a nationally acclaimed stallion to Texas that is a son of the
number one sire in the world; Tapit. If you take away the rules you putinto place last year it will eliminate any possibiity of an appeal by horseman or the tracks. | strongly encourage you to reconsider this very public action that
wiill Kterally kill the exctement and energy that you created last year. This is a response to political pressure from politicians receiving money from out of state casino interests, | don't know if you heard but Lanes End is dispersing
its breeding stock. Assmussen Training center has recently dispersed allit's horses. Valor Farm is for sale and | will most likely follow their lead and dose my brand facility later this year, | am planning on selling between 60-75

horses this fall due to the cancelled sales and bad news mounting hera In Texas.

Sincerely,

wes Melcher

TTA Board Member

Owner of Double Infinity Ranch

info

From: Victoria Dihring

Sent Wednesday, January Z7, 2016 150 PM

Ta info; Jean Cook; Robert Elrod; Ricky Walker; Chuck Trout Mark Fenner; Patricia Fitch
Nalle: Joe! Speight: Lila Smith: cathy.cantrel|@orctexasgov; John Perryman: Adrianne

nav- = Saversom Curley L Trahan-

C:

Subject My Texas Dandy” and "Texas Dandy”

Good afternoon,

On this day one year ago, we buried my grandfather, George Winston ‘Dick™ Herndon; I writ2 this to you today

in honor of his memory.

My grandfather, his brothers. and his father, were all avid horse breaders and my great-grandfather was the very
proud breadar and owner of both "My Texas Dandy” and "Texas Dandy™ registerad racchorses. My grandfather
and his family spenta good portion of their lives at horse-racing events, and when they weren 't there, they were
atthe familyranch justouEids of Brackattville, Texas breaking, breading, and utilizing horssz on e mach.

Plaass don’t end the legacy of Texas Horse Racing! Uphold our rural values and ways of life!

Please vote against repealing the rules regulating historical racine!

“L Victoria L s rea Dith ring, = ée Herndon, oppose dherepeal of debismrical race s erminals md reguest the carrent reles beleptin

place™

Bestragards,
Victoria Dihring
PO Box 1371
Uwvalde, Texas
78802
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Asa Texan and fan of Texas horse racing I ask you to vote against the rapaal of the existing rules 2 gulating
historical racing in Texas. I am proud that you have repeatadly stood up to bullying by state lkeaders on behalf of
powarful zambling interests, I writa to azk you to, once azain, vots azainst rapaaling the mulesragulating
historical racing.

Atstake are £0s of thousands of jobs and the entire Texas Horse industry. Enough of you have stood strong for
our industry to get us hera and we ask that you continue to show this strength in the face of threats of de-
funding the agancy.

Thanks again for doing the right thing, please vote one more time to dafend the rules we worked for so long to
getright. Plaass vote against repaal of the historical racing rulas!

Wed 1/13/2016 3:51 PM

2222002220202

Action Items

How can you go the store in community and purchase 6 50.00 scratch offs for 200.00???? legally and you cant spend that sama dam 200.00 in dammm slot or race terminal??? joke
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Atten: Chuck Trout
To info

+ Get more app

Action ftems

Mr. Trout,

| have been trying to keep up with the current information surrounding the Texas Racing Commission. | work in the Veterinary Pharmaceutical industry and many of my good friends and clienis would be directly affected by
any decision made on Horse Racing in Texas. Texas Racing isn't just about the race and the betting on z particular race, however.

The Racing industry touches so mzny areas of the Texas economy it would be hard to imagine what would happen if racing was unable to move forward in the State. | have seen what happened to just the veterinary
industry in Oklahoma in recent years with respect to breeding of running horses. Its sharp decline, only due to econormic stress in the state and country, made the Racing/Horse Breeding sector decline and many suffered
loss of jobs 2nd lower income because of the economic effects trickling down. | saw Velerinarians close their clinic ¢oors due 1o lack of income from the industry decline.

People on the outside of the horse industry have no tangible view of what this stale would be like without Texas horse breeding and Racing. It seems as though peogple think this Billion dollar industry, that helps the overall
Texas economy, won't effect them. My thought is, most people now have no contact with the Agriculture sector as a whole and keep a very limited or narrow view of how it actually supports our econormy. We need to show
the majority of these people exactly what effect our industry plays on the Texas economy. Show now the Racing industry direclly affects other related industries in Texas. What will be the overall Job 10ss? What will be the
efrect In the Veterinary Industry? Farriers, Trainers, grooms Track personnel workers, Breeding In the horse Industry and how it will decline.... and many more. YWnat are the Tax Implications for others outside of Texas
racing If they were to have 10 make up atax geficit left by a Bllllon doliar ¢eclining Industry?

You see. Its a shame that our majority of people have taken a view of "It won't affect me” attitude. Including some people In the pasition of Government. | think it needs to be said In a clear and factual way that Texas was
bulit on the Agricultural Industry and it remains a pivota point of tne overal economy.

Those on the Governing Board over the Racing Commission have no need 1o let Texas Racing continue. They receive enough from their respective supporters. The conflict of interests alone should be used to remove
such peaple from having an effect on what determines my industries economy. The fact thal some people receve money for nothing other than a pasition they hold as a public servant should in no way determine or imit
the amount of money | can make in my private sector job. The job description is to provide legislature that will improve quality of life for the people of Texas. They stopped being a representative when they took money or
interest in something other than what would best benefit their constituents District

Thank you for your time

Kevin Packer
Account Manager

PLASYACC '

Attention Chuck Trout

Dear Mr. Trout,

| oppose the repeal of the historical Racing Terminals, and request the current rules be kept in place.
Sincerely,

Billie Glosser

Love N War Arabians
1220 Brewer Road
Van Alstyne, TX 75495

Thu 1/28/2016 12:55 PM

Saundra Richards |

Please vote against repeal of the historical racing rules so that the court case may proceed and we can get some finality to this 1ssue.

Thank you
Saundra Richards

25 of 47



Wed 1/27/2016 1:52 PM

John Synows

I oppose repeal of the Historical Racing rules.

John A. Synowsky
Champion Equine Performance Horses

Tue 1/26/2016 4:47 P)

| oppose the repea of the historical racing terminals and request the current rules be kept In place. | wasn't In favor of parimutual in the TIrst place. but It Is here. The racing Industry In Texas will die without additional
support. This means thousands of jobs as well as a big chunk of the agriculture industry

1 oppose the repeal of the historic racing terminals and would like the rules to go unchanged. Please consider the effect this will have on so many racing families.

Sent from my iPhone

Thu1/21/2016 8:47 P\

1 oppose the repeal of historical racing terminals. I'm a racetrack veterinanan and love my Job. What's happening here palitically disgusts me. Seriously, it's getting old and ridiculous. The largest state and one of the oldest sports
and politicians getting their rocks off holding the Texas racing industry back. I'm sick of typing because I'm certain it's a waste of my damn time.

Disrespectfully,
-Outstanding Racatrack Practitioner who Wishes He were back In New Mexico

Sent from my iPhone
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Fri 1/3/2016 11:39 AM

Terry Topham _

Betting on Historical Races

[+] nfo
Bing Maps Action Htems + Get more apf
Commissioners,

My wife and [ are 81 and 79 years old respectsvely. We have owned horses since our marriage in 1968. Qur retirement pleasure revolves around racing in Texas. We have had an Arabian filly who my wife bred and
raised on our place. She has been in race training and expect her to rua this year. There are only a few states where Arabians race and we cannot afford to ship her to those states to run. We also enjoy attending races
in Texas which will profit and grow with better purses. Other states have demonstrated positive results with the addition of betting on historical races. Texans who love or have horses are tired of watching fellow
Texans and their money go to our neighboring states.

Please help your fellow Texans and give horse racing in Texas a shot in the am. Vote "yes" to historical racing

Terry and Janis Topham
Boeme, Tx

Delete Quick Steps F] Move Tags ] Edting Zaom

Sun 1/24/2016 7:36 AM

Death of Texas Race Tracks

Dear Mr. Trout,

It is a very sad time for horse racing enthusiasts throughout Texas! Without additional monies to create larger purses at the track, most horsemen can no longer afford to participate in this sport. Our costs to care for our
horses and participate in these races, 13 the same a3 in surrounding states, where winning purses are larger, therefore able to offset expenses. The only horses able to pay their way, are the ones participating and winning
the lasger stakes races, which in reality are very few in compasnison to the many attempting to win, at their own level of competiveness! Horsemen ate not asking for handouts or to participate in anything illegal according
to the Constitution! Many of us have worked in the corporate world and simply don't understand why our hands are bound, when attempting to bring a failing business, into the 21st Century! Technology, technology,
technology is here to stay, and if we want to femain competitive, we need to climb aboard. Historical racing temminals are not my cup of tea, however, will be for many fans and thereby contribute financial gains to a
failing Texas industry. Even preschoolers are skilled 2t computers!

Personally, I prefer to be on the ground floor, feel the thundening hoofs, hear the cheening crowds and watch proudiy as one of my home bred and raised horses, aces to an exciting finish! However, tha excitement
quickly fades as reality sinks in once again...not cnough purse monet to make ends meet! The IRS will one day tear us apart for not having 2 profitable business! So, I ask, is it not my responsibility to make my business
successful? Although I breed to the very best stallions, provide the very best care possible, select the best trainess etc., profits are at an 21l time low! Surrounding states not only offer better purses than Texas, but their
horses come to Texas, competing in the few laspe stakes races we have, taking away even more of our limited money!

A couple of years ago, I interviewed prospective ranch hands, however, could not offer a salary competitive with the thoving oil industry! Needless to say, applicants declined my offer for the position’ Now, these very
same people are desperately seeking employment elsewhere, as prolific oilficld Iavoffs ensuc duc to a significant drop in o1l prices! T am also very close to the oil industry, as my husband is an oil ficld contractor. With an
uncertain future in oil production, it is crucial for my horse racing business to tum an immediate profit or quit! The Texas horse racing industry is in a downward spiral that can only be tumed around with added

revenue. Unlike others who rely solely on racing for income, I just have to shut down . .and will survive! However, I left 2 prosperous position in healthcare to work fulltime with race horses. Finally, in mv later vears,
working 365 days a year, in a job I truly love! Don't take that away!!

Please stand firm on your vote NOT to resend Historical Racing rules. At preseat, this is the only viable solution to our dying industry!

Thanks for everything vou have done for the Texas racing industey!!

Pam Stone
Wed 1/27/2016 4:10 PM
carlos meore | N
DO NOT REPEAL HRT FLEASE

To nfo

Itwas not long ago, that my Grandpa explained to me SON, in his country we serve our country proudly..I served in Korea. TWO TOURS.
My Father explained to me that to be proud American one should serve his country, like he did in Vietnam.
My uncle explained the same. Somy brother and | both served, Adan in Afghanistan and myself with the USAF in Desert Shield and Storm.

The VA recently called me in and said "you've been diagnosed PTSD since 1995, yet you take no medication, we refer to you as a 20 year"

they wanted to know why....| said because | jog everyday and | tend tc my horses. Well the VA orthopedic surgeon said my running was over..check your Texas History
Sir, in 1990 I was a district champion in Caldwell country with a tnp toregionals in the mile. Imagine this 44 year old in a wheel chair now..with only racing of his

horse left fo fill the gap....and now that's about to be taken from me too. Please help the horse racing industry stay healthy by approving HRTS, the only dream | have leftis
racing my six month old "were jus friends baby" Thoroughbred....1 justreceived his jockeye club papers...-Regards, Carlos M.
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Chuck Trout

Executive Director

Texas Racing Commission
P.O. Box 12080

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Sir,

I wish to express my opinion opposing the repeal of the Historical Racing rules and asking that the rules
be kept in place!

My family is involved in the ownership of racehorses and in the business of breeding our mares in Texas.
The fact that our own officials are unwilling to protect, sustain and do everything possible to make our
wonderful horse industry thrive, as in other states is appalling!

I have many friends who are involved in the selling of feed, hay, and vet supplies etc...wonderful people
that work behind the scenes, just because they love the horse. The economic impact for some would be
devastating, and for all heartbreaking.

Let’s do the right thing for a change and take care of our own. We need Historical Racing.

Sincerely,

Lisa and Ed Macalik
H L Southard

Tue 1/12/2016 6:56 PM

February meeting request

info

ling Maps

tacing Chairman and Commissioners,

’lease do not repeal your previous vote to allow Historical Racing Terminals. This is the right thing to do for our industry and it is vital we have your advocacy in Texas.

*. Trip Baker
inda S. Baker
900 Behrens Rd

iolleivillet TX 76034
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Rovert Grunna |

+ Get more apps

As a thoroughbred breeder and racing participant committed to racing in Texas, without larger purses | will be forced to acquiesce to the border state gambling interests and race and breed in their states. That is
repugnant, Pres:

sig
Robert Grunnah

P.0. Box 802736
Dallas, Texas 75380

Thu 1/28/2016 3:18 PM
Tracy Sheffield I

Historic Racing

To info

To Whom It May Concern,

Historic racing she be available at all Class One tracks 1n Texas. This will keep Texas racing on the same footing as racing 1 the surroundmng states and keep Texas gambling dollars at home in Texas.
As a horseman, I want to keep my horses at home in Texas. Kesping racing viable will make that happen. Add my voice to thos2 who support historic racing.

Pleasz feel free to contact me if vou would like further informarion

Smcerely,

Tracy Sheffield

Delete Respond Quick Steps u Move Tags [ Editing Zoom

Mon 1/11/2015 8:04 AM

terry wootan [ RN

Historic racing

To infe
Please don't back down on this issue!! | goal about 20 mares a year in OKLA because of the breeders money and value of the OKLA breds. I live in llano Tx and would love to mave my horse home. | also own part of 2 stallions.
Louisiana senator stands in OKLA. Teller cartel stands in New Mexico
Thanks Terry Wootan

Sent from my iPhone

Thu 1/7/2016 5:25 PM

Kim Kubinski _

Historic Racing
To info

Bing Maps

1 Kim Cradduck Thomas from Weatherford , TX, am against the repeal of historical racing removal in Texas. | would like to see the historical racing left in place for Texas !

Kim Cradduck Thomas
1333 Farmer Rd.
Weatherford, TX
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Delete Respond Quic

Thu 1/7/2016 9:56 PM

Rob Francis |

Historical
To info

Action Items

Gentlemen,

Please save Horse Racing in Texas with Historical Racing.
You can be heroes by helping Texas horsemen.

Thank you,

Robert C. Francis
214-520-0222

veicie nEIpPVIIG UILR DT ¥

Thu 1/7/2016 4:49 PM

Historical machines

viuve ay> - LUy

I would like to voice my view to you about repealing the historical machines. | do not want to see the repeal.
My family is invested in the greyhound business and having these machines could help our great state to become a leader in the industry where now we are dying

Bethany Fulton
Franklin, TX

Sent from my iPhone

All e v TR Policy = Unread
Delete espond Quick Steps I} Move Tags

Historical Races

] Editing Zoam

This is to request that you aliow the Texas Courts to decide if the TRC exceeded its authority when they approved wagering on Historical Racing and take big monied out of State interest out of this. Texas jobs and investments are

at stake here.
Respectfully,
EdwiIn Carrol Key

Pt bvnmm ansr iNad
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Mon 2/1/2016 6:51 AN

J Phillip Gossage G
Historical Racing
To Info

Dear Texas Racing Commission,

1 am a farmer/rancher in west Texas who is also involved with horses of racing breeds. This is the third time I have written to support Texas horse racing and to support the men and women who are directly and
mdrectly involved in horse racing

Purses at Texas race tracks are not on a par with purses at racetracks 1n the surrounding states. Purses in Texas have declined 1n 12 of the last 14 years and are down 63 8%. My hopes rose when the Texas Racing
Commission approved historical racing two vears ago. However. some in Austin believe the Commission exceeded its authority to approve historical racing.

I ask the Commission to not repeal its ruling on historical racing. 1 support the idea of letting the courts decide.
Thank vou for your tme, sincerely,
J. Phillip Gossage

Cisco

Wed 1/27/2016 1:05 PM
Lisa Lewis

Texas Historical Racing Terminals

MR. TROUT -
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Mon 1/11/2016 12:37 PM
Kelsi
Saving Texas Horse Racing

To info

To whom it may Concern

I'm a Jockey named Kelsi Kelso Purcell

"I oppose the repeal of the historical racing terminals and request the current rules be kept in place."

Thank you
Sincerely Kelsi Purcell

Sent from my iPhone

Support Horse Racing in Texas

My husband's family Stanton Stables of Lorena Texas breed, raise, sell and race Tharoughbreds.

I am Marey Huntainger, and | am in favor of historical race machines at existing tracks. | am not a gambler myself but do undarstand that racing is a very old spert and has always been financed from the betting handle We in Texas
are no longer on an equal playing field with our surrounding states who have other gambling sources to help their purse account. There are people leaving our state due to this.

Please continue to support HRT's and Texas Racing. Your dedication to Texas Racng is appreciated!

From: Tim Lehmberg _

Date: January 27, 2016 at 10:33:37 CS™
To: "chuck.trout@txrc.texas.gov" <chuck.trout@txrc.texas.gov>
Subject: Support for parimutual racing in Texas

Mr. Trout,

I realize that the Texas Racing Commission is facing yet another funding deadline and that’s a real shame. | would like to voice my support for horse racing in Texas, including historical racing; and express my
displeasure with our State legislature for kowtowling to special Interests and continuing to put you all in the bind that you’re in.

As you know, the Gillespie County Fair & Festivals Association operates a Class 3 track here in Fredericksburg along The Race Barn, a simulcast horse and greyhound racing venue. The four weekends of live racing
each year are of impartant economichenefit to the community and are part of our rich heritage. Statewide, the economicimpact of horse racing is huge. Many of those jobs will be lost or permanently moved to
other states if Texas doesn’t get its act together.

Thank you,

Tim Lehmberg

Executive Director

Gillespie County Economic Development Commission
302 East Austin Street

Fredericksburg, TX 78624
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Wed 1/27/2016 1:06

v 6 P\
Corliss Hazard [ NN

Stand your ground

Dear TRC.
Y our cfforts to support the public opinion and nceds of the horsemen are very valiant, and I hope it continues.
So many jobs, mcluding mune, rest on the continuation and hopeful nevw health of the horse industry.

The sttuation with Gov Abbott 1s absolutely wrong- he 1s not supporting Texas but only supporting himself with backing of out of state interests. His flight to Cuba funded by his pals i Las Vegas was so transparent 1
can't believe that he is not being exposed by the media. His relationship with TexasOne, a quasi-governmental agency funded by "private donations", is certain to come under scrutiny by lawyers working for TTA and
the horsemen. Abbott and 3o many others in the current Texas government including that silly classless woman Jane Nelson have their pockets lined by so many various out of state gambling mterests, including of
course the Houston resident who owns Lake Charles casino, there is no way Abbott and his cronies will stop their personal gains in lieu of carmg for the Texas constituency. The icing on the cake is the Texas governor
"appointments” of personal friends to head up agencies that will be able to slide unscrupulous deals through to simply stack up more funds m the bank account of the legsslators. Abbott preaching his morality and anti
gamblng stance is nothing but a huge farce and coverup for his acceptance of millions in campaign donations from exactly the industry he professas to denounce

T have always been a staunch republican, and I am extremely disappomted at th= so called republican leadership in Texas. They are not republican, they are independently promoting their own pockets If they really
cared about Texans, they would educate themselves to the economic impact of the horse industry including the untapped potential of it for our state, they would care about the history and imagery of Texas and our
cultural heritage and appeal for tourism, and they would listen to Texans abont what they want- namely, the citizens want a public vote on the marter of gambling. This has not happenad because our government in

Texas has become so corrupt, they don't want gambling here because it does not personally benefit them. It is only the TRC that has any morals to support the citizens they represent.

We are counting on you. to do the right thing.

Kind regards,

Corliss

/2016 12:58 PM

historical racing

Iam aThoroughbred horse trainer in Texas. My husband and | own and operate a tralning factlity In East Texas and have been successful here for more than 20 years. Over the years with the decline in our purses we have lost
owners to other surrounding states and we have also stopped breeding and racing our own horses. We would like to see Texas become competitive with our neighboring states and would like to see Texas racing regain a top
position in the country. We have fine horsemen here and could produce top horses if the purses improve and people come back to Texas to race.If not, we like many others will go out of business. Please see that we stay in
business and stay in Texas. Sincerely, Ellen Williams

Ellen Williams

Wed 1/27/2016 6:07 PM

cen murphy |

Historical Racing

To info

As a horse owner and radng enthusiast, it is imperative that the State of Texas approve and institute Historical Racing for Texas tracks. Texas is surrounded by states that are utilizing state-border locations to establish gambling
operations or casinos which are surviving on dollars gambled by Texans. Does it make any sense to force the money to leave the State of Texas and go into the coffers of your surrounding states? Itis my belief and position that
Texas was created as a “horse state” and will always be one. Horses are integral in the history of our state, as is gambling. Itwould appear that the only benefits of not having Historical Racing at Texas tracks is that it takes the
“flithy money” that Texans spend gamktling to the nelghboring states out of our state coffers and closes horse racing In Texas.

Maybe that's what our State Representatives want. Otherwise, it really makes no sense.

Ken Murphy
Ken Murphy Thoroughbreds

o e e s - e s - iy

Thu 1/7/2016 6:09 PM

Historical racing

To info

[ started racing in Texas in 2006. I enjoved racing there but could not continze because of the difficulty of caming a living because of the small purses. Historical racing 1s the only prospect of Texas racing being
competitive with the surounding states. [ am presently in Marvland and would return to Texas in a heartbeat if histoncal racing is allowed at the tracks which will help boost the purses. Please do not repeal the rules
and give Texas racing a fighting chanceRegards Andrew Ali Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
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Vote to Save Many Texas Jobs
To nfo

Bing Maps + Getmorea

Dear Texas Racing Commission,

1am a Republican wha Is opposed to the repeal of the Historleal Racing rules. | am making a formal request that the rules be keptin place. | believe this will ncreasa the viabllity of Texas horse racing tracks and bring money to our
state. Please let me know If there Is more | can do to keep these rules In place. I do not see a problem with historical racing machmnes.

1 appreclate your consideration of this matter. | am proud that you have repeatedly stood up to bullying by state leaders on behalf of powe rful gambling Interests. | write to ask you to, once again, vote againstrepealing the rules
regulating historical racing.

Despite the fact that no termmals have seen approved orcould possibly be Installed before the next legislative session, the very existence of the rules will allow us our day in court and [mare Impartantiy) hope for the future,

At stake are tens of thousands of jobs and the entire Texas Horse Industry. Enough of you have stood strong for ourindustry to get us here and we ask that you contiaue to show this strength in the face of threats of de-funding
the agency.

Rest assured, it will be well known that responsibility for the loss of jobs and closing of family farms around Texas [should these threats be realized) will rest squarely at the feet of those who have sought to subvert the
constitutional process to realize their pclitical goals.

Thanks again for doing the right thing, pease vote one more time to defend the rules we worked for so long to get right,
sincerely,
Katherine Erickson

3304 Saint James Ct
Tyler, TX 75701

Mon 2/1/2016 11:11 AM

Denis Blake
Why the Horse Racing Industry Matters to Texas

To info

Dear Texas Racng Commission,

Chances are anyone reading this doesn’t care very much about the horse racing and breeding Industry In the state of Texas. | can cartainly understand why most people without any direct Involvement in the horse industry don’t
really care. Truth is, | care much more about it than most because | am involved in it, and don’t care nearly as much about incustries that | know nothing about or have no direct involvement in. And | realize there are other
industries that are struggling for various reasons. But the horse racing and breeding industry touches more segments of the Texas economy than most, espedally the agricultural sector. From the time a raceharse is born, it will be
at least two years before he can race, and sometimes more. That's a lot of hay, feed, veterinary care, harse shoes, tack, equipment and more.

Why should you care? The struggles of the Texas racing industry also affect others, even those who really have nothing to do with the industry. This past weekend, Sam Houston Race Park ran several major stakes races with
horses coming from all aver the country to compete. The owners, trainers, grooms and jockeys for those horses stayed in local hotels, ate at local restaurants, rented cars, bought gas and more in the Houston area. The same
thing happens throughout the year at the tracks in Dallas and San Antonio.

Then consider this...| am the publisher cf American Racehorse magazine, which was launched after The Texas Thoroughbred magazine went out of business because cf the decline in Texas racing and corresponding dedline in
advertisers. That magazine used to be printed in Austin by a printing company that employed Texans. It used to be mailed from an Austin post office that employed Texans. It had a full time designer, assistant editor and ad rep,
all Texans. Now, American Racehorse magazine, which is still based in Texas, is printed and mailed in another state, because the majority of our subscrigers are no longer in Texas so we need to mail it from a more central location.
We have no full-time employees in Texas. While the loss of those jobs and income to other Texas businesses might seem small, it certainly is not small when it is multiplied thousands of times over. The horse industry is not asking
for a handout from the state government; they are simply asking for the opportunity to compete with surrounding states, some of which offer Historical Racing Machines as another form of pari-mutuel wagering, which is legalin
Texas. If the Texas horse racing and breeding industry disappears, it will affect much more than just harsemen and horsewomen. Just something to think about.

Denls Blake,

1341 Meadowrild Drive
Round Rock, Texas 78664
512-535-4541

Sincerely,

Denls Elake

sandy Alen <

Historical Racing

Dear Mr. Trout,

| wish to respectfully register my opposition to the repeal of historical racing terminals in Texas. If horsetracks are to survive in the state, historical racing terminals are a necessity in order to staunch the flow of horses to nearby
states which enjoy gambling machines and offer larger purses. If 1 were a purist, | would prefer there were no gaming machines and the track was devoted entirely to the sport of horse racing. But I'm a realist and know that if we
don't have a level playing field with our neighboring states we will eventually lose our tracks aftogether. The legislators owe it to their constituents.

sent from my IPad
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Wed 1/27/2016 533 PM

JCI']”'\I _

We want historical racing
Action Items + Get more

I ouess I will start this letter off by saving thank vou for vour time.

All the horsemen want is time, vour time. To actually here the Texas people. It is time to make it an equal plaving ficld here.
This matter could be resolved by a vote before the public. Not a hidden vote, a clear cut vote listed on a ballot...Why not let Texans decide what we want? Why not let Texans spend money here? The list can go on
and on...

I would like to know how much do other states pay to keep racing shut in here. As I am composing this letter a Delta Downs commercial is plaving on the T.V. so I guess I just answered that question...

I have an extremely hard decision to make in a few months. First of all horse breeding seazon starts February. Do I stav here and have proud Texas Accredsied horses or do [ ship them to Louisiana cr
Oklzhoma? Second. with that if [ do ship. would it be cheaper if [ relocate 1o that state?

Please keep in mind if I, we the Texas horse people do have to relocate, vou will not get tax money from us.
I am extremely disappomted in the legislature who is holding our money hostage.
I zuess from the letter vou can see ['m for historical racing, and I appreciate the TXRC for standing ground.

thank vou,
Jennifer Wounms (a future trainer with a possible no future here)

veie nespon LUK e " vuve 1ay> P cuney coun

Tue 1/26/2016 819 PM

texas racing repeal

To info
l'am wiiting to you as a former Texan who wishes to return to the state. | relocated to Oklahoma because of their racing programs and $$ -racing purses which greatly allowed me to stay in a business that has been a passion since
childhoed. | WQULD LOVE TO MOVE BACK.
|'am begging you to oppose the repeal of historical racing terminals, and help Texans regain the major industry that they have lost to other sumounding states.

If you cannot agree, at least propose some kind of legislation of some kind to return texas racing to what it once was, and figure out a way to continue fo improve t in the future. Please don't allow it to die. Do semething, do
anythingll| It is not too late to save it from the end its facing

| cannot believe that Texas Government really wants to allow the loss of so many jobs that are attached and related to his enehuge industry. Texas has always been a place that was poised to be the diamond of horse racing in the
U8, Govemment and greed from opposing states paying off politicians have left it slip and face extinction. We already have gambling with the loftery, so what is this really all sbout

Please help to save Texas Racing & make it great again,

Sincerely,
Jolesn Hales
Thu 16 1:19 PM
Janice Grelle
Saving Texas Racing
To info
Bing Maps + Getmoreapp

As Texas Thoroughbred owners and ranchers supplying commodities to the Texas horse racing industry, Donald and Janice Grelle herewith confirm their support for Texas Thoroughbred racing
and the decision to install and operate the Historical racing machines at Texas racetracks in order to keep Texas thoroughbred racing viable. If the Texas Thoroughbred industry fails, we will be
one of the operations that will fail with it. We are voters and our future votes will reflect the way that we are treated with regard to this matter.

Donald and Janice Grelle

Mart TX 766A4

Linda Pounds
Save Texas horses

As aTexan and fan of Texas horse racing | ask you to vote against the repeal of the existing rules regulating historical racing in Texas. One need only look at a map to realize where the pressure to repeal is coming from. Casinos
along our northern and eastern border; as well as the one In South Texas and the bingo parlors around our state enjoy a monopoly on Texan gaming dollars. Added to this, online Dally Fantasy Betting and two new casinos on
Texas tribal lands all mean that Texans are already gambling to the tune of BILLIONS. Unfortunately, these interests spend quite a bit of money keeping the landscape devoid of competition.

But, don't worry! Historical racing machines aren't slot machines and can't compete with them. What they will do is bolster purses enough to keep our horse and racing industries alive for the foreseeable future. They may even
help to bring some of the big races back to Texas.

Tens of thousands of jobs and millions in economicimpact are reliant on you standing firm and not caving to outside political pressure. | ask that you do what is right for the industry and Texas.
Please vote against repeal of the historical racing rules so that the court case may proczed and we can get some finality to this issua.

Sent from my iPhane
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Thu 1/28/2016 9:45 PM

Vikki MclLean
Save Texas Horse Racing
To nfo
Bing Maps Action Items + Get more app

11162 Osbarn Rd
Pilot Powet TX 76258

January 28, 2016

Dear Sir,

T am writing this letter asking for vour support of Texas Racing. The LLB, Senator Jane Nelson and Lt Gov. Dan Patnick in particular, are threatening to withhold funds racetracks must have to continue operations
These are not momes from the state, but funds that are generated by the racing industry itself! Baswcally the TRC 1s asking for its own money.

I'm asking you to take a moment and reflect on the economic mpact of a healthy, vibrant equine industry. Amazingly enough, economic studies have shown that only a small percentage of money generated by racing
actually goes to the track! Pleass follow as [ provide just a few examples

Horses require land: that means realtors and the whole support complex of the real estate business, meluding banks, title companies, surveyor ete. Once you purchase the land you begin to build your operation:
architects, builders, building supply companies, fencing materials & builders and utilities are required. Horses require feed involving the farming industry. Equipment such as trucks, trailers, tractors and the care &
mamtenance required to keep this machmnery runming are all businesses that benefit from Texas racing. Most, 1f not all, of the busmesses just listed do not require any knowledge of, or actual experience with a horse.

Next I"d like you to consider the number of people that are emploved i connunction with the equine industry. Begmmng with the busmesses in the previous paragraph and moving to jobs that actually come mto
contact with horses. The breeding farms, sales, veterinarians, tracks and the people employed at the track T hope vou are beginning to see the wide range of businesses and people who are dependent upon the equine
mndustry. Trust me, I can go on and oa.

Lastly I want to appeal to vour Texas pride. Are vou aware that Texas is the birthplace of the American Quarter Horse and quarter horse racing? I think its a pity that the state that gave us this great breed of horse and
exciting sport is fighting for 1ts existence

Sun 1/31/2016 201 PM

We DESPERATELY need Historical Racing
Bing Maps + Get more 3¢

Dear Texas Racing Commission,
My farm neads historical racing. | am i NE Texas and can't even keep my mares and horses on my own farm anymore. Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma all support their horses and now | must support their programs and run
and breed my horses in those states because Texas has buried its head at the wishes of Louisiana and tribal casinos. Is this fair that | have had to lay off my farm employees for some sort of misguided political statement. Ask

thase whn have already lost their jobs on our farm. | am happy to testify if you really care ta hear the plight of Texas harse farms.

But, don't worry! Historical racing machines aren't slot machines and can't compete with them, What they will do is bolster purses enough to keep our horse and racing industries alive for the foreseeable future. They may even
help to bring some of the big races back to Texas.

Tens of thousands of jobs and millions in economic impact are reliant on you standing firm and not caving to outside political pressure. | ask that you do what is right for the industry and Texas.
Please vote against repeal of the historical racing rules so that the court case may proceed and we can get some finality to this issue.

Sincerely,

1. David Cnsp--Southem Legacy Farm

1825 Moores Ln
Texarkana, TX 75508

Thut 2016 AM

. . il Casner [

Save our Industry and Texas Jobs, Please Vote against Repealing Rules Regulating Historical Racing.

Te nfe

Bing Maps + Get more ap,

Dear Texas Racing Commission,

Vote to save a huge agri-economic engine that provides Tens of Thousand of Jobs by voting against the repeal of the existing rules regulating historical racing in Texas. Texas Racing Industry has a deep history in Texas. The horse
Assault bred by the King Ranch in Texas won the Triple Crown in 1947, Horse Racing provides millions of dollars of economic impact and it is having to compete on an un-level playing field against neighboring states. Look at a map
and it is obvious where the pressure to repeal is coming from. Casinos along our northem and eastern borders as well as the one in South Texas and the bingo parlors around our state enjoy a monopoly on Texan gaming dollars.
Added to this, online Daily Fantasy Betting and two new casinos on Texas trbal lands all mean that Texans are already gambling to the tune of BILLIONS. Unfortunately, these nterests spend quite a bit of monzy keeping the
landscape devoid of competition.

Ky. has allowed wagering on Historical Horse Racing as a means to to keep Ky. tax dollars in the state rather than benefitting neighboring states. It has insured the future of the Ky. breeding and racng Industry.

HHR adheres to Ky, law and the courts In Texas should be allowed to make the determination of legality. HHR Is only another product that would allow Texas to compete on a level playing field with LA., Okla. and N.M.

Tens of thousands of jobs and millions in economicimpact are reliant on you standing firm and not caving to outside political pressure. |ask that you do what s right for the industry and Texas.
Please vote against repeal of the histoncal racing rules so that the court case may proceed and we can get some finality to this issue.

Sincerely,

Bill Casner

7141 Cross Timbers Rd
Flower Mound, TX 75022
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Wed 1/27/2016 12:43 PM

Asil Arabians | -

Rules extention for Historical Racing

To info

Bing Maps

To Whom it May Concern,

I am not a gambler, but | do hope to race my horses some day, and | want to expand the Arabian Racing,
I would like to see itin all the states, and you can lead the way! You can preserve the ground breaking
initiative and keep Arabian Racing alive and flourishing! Please do not repeal the rule.
Thank you

ASIL ARABIANS : STRAIGHT EGYPTIANS & ARALOOSAS
(Horses of distinction!)

Lisa Layton

2013 Cnty Hwy 10 YOU TUBE : asilarabians
Laurens, NY 13796

Delete Respond Quick Steps [F] Move Tags ] Editing Zoom

Iam appalled that our State Senators have a problem with live racing and/or historical racing. The impacton the people involved in the industry would suffer a huge traumatic financial loss
Mutual tellers, feed stores, groomzrs, hot walkers, exerciser rides, gate keepers, out riders, pony horses, and so many others including trainers, owners and jockeys would cause so

much devastation_ | do NOT understand how in good conscientious TEXAS REPRESENTATIVES could just do anyway with a whole industry. While jockeys, owners and trainers may relocate to
neighboring states, that does nothelp all the others affected. | would like to nominate anyone who does not support, to give their paychecks to all the people who cannot relocate and who will be

unemployed. This is beyond STUPID! Senator Nelson and several others need a reality check, no donations from casinos and special interest that prevent our state from being great
Patron,

Sheila Goss
Hockley, TX

Please support historical racing rules
To info

0 We removed exra line breaks from this m

Dear Mr. Trout and Texas Racing Commissioners, | Just wanted to write a short note asking that you continue to support historical racing rules In Texas. | am the editor and publisher of American Racehorse magazine, which covers
racing in Texas and around the region. I have seen first hand how Texas has fallen behind other states in recent years. | have seen a steady drop in advertising and interest from people in Texas, and every year for our Stallion
Register issue | have new stallions coming into neighboring states (or former Texas stallions moving to those states) but very few new ones in Texas. | cannot speak for the horsemen, but | certainly agree with their view that the
only chance for Texas racing and breeding to prosger is to eventually get historical racing in place at the tracks and that the risk of losing the legal or legislative fight on that front is worth the possible reward down the road. Thank

you again for supparting historical racing.

Denis Blake

Denis Blake

Editor/Publisher
American Racehorse magazine (formerly Southern Racehorse]
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Wed 1/27/2016 12:41 PM
Please Keep HRT Rules in Place

To info

(i ] y ra line bre

Gentlemen:

We can only wonder what is going on with the ongoing yo-yo actions relating to horse racing in Texas.

As a breeder and horse owner, actively involved in this type of agricultural pursuit, | am keenly interested in letting Commissioners know that we are OPPOSED to the REPEAL of Historical Radng rules.
In fact, we need to keep historical racing rules IN PLACE while my interest group, the Texas Thoroughbred Association, pursues the matter in court.

Last Decernber, the Texas Racing Commission (TRC) voted to post the repeal of rules governing par-mutuel wagering on historical races in the Texas Register for public comment.

Here's my comment:

Horse racing needs all the support it can get from the Texas Racing Commission and the legislature. We do appreciate what you have done for us so far. But we can't let casino interests rule -- casino gambling is NOT an agricultural
activity. And there 15 a BIG difference!!!!

SUPPORT TEXAS AGRICULTURE!
Sincerely,

Sandy Gulledge
Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas

Fri 1/29/2016 6:18 AM
thomas aparicio
My dream

My name is Thomas Aparicio. | am 60 years old and lived in Texas my entire life. | have been working for 30 years in oil field service industry. My family has been horse racing in Texas sense |
was fi years old. My dream was when | refire is to train and run my own horses fulltime in Texas but looks like that will not happen if this is not resolved. Please try to get this thing fixed

Thanks Thomas Aparcio
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Subject Letter 10 Save Texas Rxcing

Chuck Trout E xecuti e Director Texas Racing Commission P.O. Box 2080 Auwstin, TX 78711

info@txre.texas.gov

To WhomlItMayConcem;

In the wear of 1929 a horse race track in Texas was established. As resources I have read
stated, Ardington Do wns was a verysuccessful track in the United States forafew wears inthe
1930's. Infact, it was one of the top race tracks in North Americafora few years.
Unfortunately, the Texas legislature wied to repeal the pani-mutel laws at the end of the
regular session in 1937. It was a setback that the Texas racing industry would have to endure
forso wears.

Loyal Texas horsemendid theirbestto keep the Texas racing and horse breeding industry
alive and strong while continualy fighting to return pani-mutuel racing to Texas. It was along,
hard struggle, and final y; in 1987, the Texas legislature wted to legalize pari-mutuel wagering
in Texas.

As a friend of manyhorsemen as well as being literall yraised as a child at the tracks around
North Texas, I hope that the leadership of Texas would come pgetherand realize what an
impactit will be on the staie if they let horse racing deminish in Texas. So manyfamilies of
voung kids would be greafl vaffected b vdosing do wn race tracks. So manypeople would be
outof jobs. The state would lose more vbvhorsemen moving their horses outof state.

Texas leadership needs to answer the horsemen that deserve more respect than they are
getting at the moment. We need the leadership of Texas to come together and
#SaveTexasRacing , not justfor the next 6 nonths, or 6 wars... we want Texas Horse Racing

Wed L/ 16 214 PM

Stan Huntswnger—

Horse racing for Texas

lam Lamy Huntsinger Waco,texas a small rancher /breeder and | am in faver of hislorical race machines at existing tracks. |am not a gambler myself but do understand that racing is a very old spor and has always been financed
fram the betting handle  We in Texas ae no longer on an equal playing field with cur surrounding states who have other gambling sources {o help their purse account. There are people leaving our siate due to this. Please continue
to support HRTs and Texas racing

Mon L/25/2016 6:37 PM

ellis grimes |

Historical Racing

HiChuck Trout,

Just a note to add my voice to the comments. | oppose the repeal of the Historical racing Terminals and program. Please vote to keep the rules as written. We must all do what we can to strengthen our Texas horse racing industry
and let our voices be heard. | am really upset with some of our elected officials narrow view of pari-mutauel racing and have no concern that this program was approved by Texas voters many years ago after an even longer period
trying to get wagering approved In Texas. It Is highly disgraceful for our elected offictals accepting money from Lobbylsts from the surrounding states with full blown casino gambling that realize the amount of revenue they stand
tolose if gambling were to be approved by Texas. We must fight on both fronts and | for one would be happy to lead such an effort.

Thank You

Ellis Gnmes
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Historical Racing

HiChuck Trout,

Just a note to add my voice to the comments. | oppose the repeal of the Historical racing Terminals and program. Please vote to keep the rules as written. We must all do what we can to strengthen our Texas horse racing industry
and let our voices be heard. 1 am really upset with some of our elected officials narrow view of pari-mutauel racing and have no concern that this program was approved by Texas voters many years ago after an even longer period
trying to get wagering approved In Texas. It Is highly disgraceful for our elected offictals accepting money from Lobbylsts from the surrounding states with full blown casino gambling that realize the amount of revenue they stand
to lose if gambling were to be approved by Texas. We must fight on both fronts and | for one would be happy to lead such an effort.

Thank You

Ellis Gnmes

From: Rebecca Hardmg
Date: January 26, 2016 at 3:15:08 PM CST

To: info@tic tx gov
Subject: Historical Racing
Govemor Patrick,

My name is Rebecca Harding and ['m a licensed thoroughbred owner in the state of Texas. I've been racing horses for 12 years and have enjoyed horse racng for 40 plus years.

Texas horse racing 1s not what it once was m this state. Owners, breeders | trainers and all of the folks behind the scenes are suffering because we can't compete w neighboring states that
support their own horse industry . Consequently, the Texas industry has slowly besn migrating to states where govemments support this long standing business.

I find 1t appalling that our Texas govermnment wishes to put thousands of people out of work and deny the citizens of our state the privilege of enjoying a sport that 1s deeply embedded m
the American culturel Why, T ask my selfl Why would the Texas government want all of the revenue and tax dollars spent on this sport to land in the pockets of our neighboring states let

alone render thousands of people cut of jobs. Questions that no onc cares to answer! Is there some hidden agenda here?

I ask you to allow the Texas Thoronghbred Commission the right to have historical racimg which is technically legal in the scope of their authority. Please stop the parties who are illegally
trying to block the TTA agenda and please don't let these individnals selfishly min our beloved industry

Reabecca Harding

Historical racing terminals

info

Mr. Trout,

Iam a small Texas breeder and owner of Thoroughbred racing horses. | can't afford to move or race my horses to another state. Please stand up for Texas horsemen and women and keep historical racing terminals in the rules
and give us a chance.

Thank you,
Joan M. Franklin

016 7:41 AM
vitarie ivert I N NN

1 Vote to Save Tens of Thousands of Jobs and so should you!

Get more opp:

Dear Texas Racing Commission,
Horse enterpnses have deep roots In the State of Texas, why throw all that away?

As a Texas Horseman's relative, | am proud that you have repeatedly stood up to bullying by state leaders on behalf of powerful gambling interests. | write to ask you to, once again, vote against repealing the rules regulating
histerical racing.

Despite the fact that no terminals have been approved or could possibly be installed before the next legislative session, the very existence of the rules will allows us our day in court and (more importantly) hope for the future.

At stake are tens of thousands of Jobs and the entire Texas Horse Industry. Enough of you have stood strong for our Industry to get us here and we ask that you continue to show this strength in the face of threats of de-funding
the agency.

Rest assured, it will be well known thatresponsibility for the loss of jobs and closing of family farms around Texas (should these threats be realized) will rest sguarely at the feet of those who have sought to subvert the
constitutional process to realize their political goals.

Thanks again for doing the right thing, please vote one more time to defend the rules we worked for so long to get right.
Sincerely,
mMelanie Gibert

9497 Stringtown Rd
Temple, TX 76501
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Tue 1/26/2016 11:23 AM
Historical Racing wording
info
+ Get more o

Bing Mag

| am aracehorse owner and Breeder. | liv2 in Bumet County with my 52 horses. | employ two full time workers. We spend abcut $2,000 per month on hay, $600 per marth of hoof care, $1,000 per month on vet care, and $1600
per month on feed. That represents income to the small businesses that provide those services.

1 urge the Texas Racing Commission to leave all references to historical racng as they are now and allow the horsemen like myself the opportunity to find a resolution to this conflict in the court system

Dan Woods
Wild Oats Ranch
Bertram Texas

Ned L/27/2016 1:58 PM
’ ' Gibbs _

Historical Racing

+ Get more apps

I have been employed by the Texas Thoroughbred Association since February of 1959, At that time purses were good, there was year round racing at class | tracks and Texas ranked fourth In the nation In foals born and
mares bred. Thisis agreat Industry and | hope ta finish out my working career with TTA. I'm concerned that a repeal of the rule allowing Historical Racing as another form of part-mutuel wagenng will cause the Industry to go Into
aslow slide toward extinction. People who can't afford the expense of breeding end racing here have been staying anyway because of the possibility of a purse supplement in the future. (Everyone would really rather race in
Texas, all things being equal.) With thathope removed, more people will move orgo out of business, races will be even more difficult to fill and fields will be even shorter. This will cause simulcast dollars to dedline shrinking
purses and race dates and feeding that downward spiral. State bred incentive pro2rams have become a huge part of thorouzhbred breeding and since our Accredited Texas-Bred program is sourced from simukast money, that
too Is shrinking and, frankly, not much of an Incentive to breed here. The Commission has already decided that It Is legal for It to authornize and regulate the type of Historical Racing machines described In the rue. One lower court

disagreed. Please leave the rule in place and let the appeal go through.

Jennifer C. Gibbs
Racing/Accreditation Manager
Texas Thoroughbred Association

Historicial Racing

Infa

© e removed exira line bresks from this message

I completely back Historical Racing and its time horseman have there day in court. Politicians that are influenced by out of and in State casino money should be held accountably for there actions against it. The horseman, feed
dealers,and other associated businesses should not lose there lively hoods genzrated by HORSE RACINS.

Sincerely;
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Perkins

Wed 1/27/2016 2:13 PM
Tony Deleon
HRT

To nfo

Please keep the HRT Rules in place in order to continue horse racing in Texas. Without HRT, it will be difficult to continue a competitive horse racing industry in Texas.

TBA Member: P. A. Deleon

will woods
Historical Racing

To infc

Do not repeal Historical Racing it i the only way the Texas racing will survive and keeps people warking in all areas of this industry. If the racing commission lets it die there goes the racing in our state.
Will Woods  Weatherford Tx.
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Wed 1/27/2016 2:32 PM

Historical Racing

To info

Please keep the HRT in effect until the appeal is ruled upon by the court. Thank you

| am,

Col. James D. Odom U.S. Army (ret)
(and thoroughbred owner)
ST. Hedwig, Texas

Wed 1/27/2016 3:25 PM

Keep the HRT rules in place wile this matter is decided in the Courts.

Dear Texas Racing Commission,

The Texas Horse Racing Industry needs for the HRT rules in place while this matter is pursued in court. The investment of thousands of people into this industry will never recover if these nules are repealed
Imeparable damage will be done that can not be reversed. Texas should be proud of its beautiful racetracks and horses. Please let this important industry have a chance to thrive. Thousands of jobs could
be lost if this repeal vote is allowed. There is no reason to repeal this legislation.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Jo Reser

1/27/)2016 3:52 PM

Roger Williams <

Historical Racing Terminals

Please keep the rules in place. I'm a retired school teacher and T bought my first horse in 1977 and I named her Futura Fina. With your help Texas will have a Futura Fina. We may have a few bumgps but as an
industry,but we are prepared for those bumps. Thank Youl

veite Respunu YUK SLeps ™ muve

1ays ™ culuny coum
Wead 1/27/2016 4:22 PM
HRT
To info
Bing Maps

I oppose the repeal of the Historical Racing Wagering in Texas. The TRC has been set on eliminating any program that will assist horse racing in Texas, it's about time that changed.
George Pawley

PO Box 1026
Hilltop Lakes TX 77871

Wed 1/27/2016 4:23 PM

margo Narro |

Horse Racing in Texas

To whom it may concern
| am a widow, horse owner, and breeder of race horses.

If you fall for this scam by other states that are growing fat and happy on our Texas horses and the monies we have spent on this industry then shame on you.
Taking an industry away for the gain of other states. Mr. Abbot I voted for you thinking you would work for me. Well not so.

Not only are you taking away a family way of life for me but for many others that depend on me and my business.

I think you are not here for the people but the business of putting small people out of business.

I'm not sure what special interest group you are for, but the next voting cycle I'll not be voting for you and your band of merry men.

Very disgruntled breeder of fine horses.

You have the ability to stop this here and now, let's see if you have a pair. Vote fire the horse industry.

Margo Narro
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HRM decision

C¢  Mary Ruyle; Jan Hayres

Dear Commissicners:

WWe entreat you to stay the course and not change your ruling on HRM's. It's too Izte for us, as our horseracing business has already failed due to the hostility of the Legﬁl'iturﬂ tomrd our mdu%'rv Our ex-employee is now on State

assistance o house his family. But there are still thousands of Texas horsemen thal deserve 101 you 1¢ do the right thing and give them their day in court in order 1o conthiu

Respectfully submitted;
Richard D. Wailburg M.D

Gretc hen Weilburg

Lerere xespana Quick steps

Fri1/29/2016 1 (et
Diana < _

Historical Racing

Dear Mr Trout:

| oppose the repeal of the historical racing terminals. The HRT will help our struggling Texas tracks offer bigger purses to compete with neighboring states and save thousands of jobs in Texas and bring back jobs and horses from

other states with more lucrative purses due to their casino funding.
Please keep the fight going to do what is right for our Texas race industry!
Sincerely,

Diana Fratessa

K

Historical Racing

mann

To Whom It May Concern:

As a horse owner and breeder in the state of Texas, | oppose the repeal of historical racing terminals.

Thank you,
Lisa Kuhlmann

gina scneet _

TTA: Letter of Opposition

Dear TTA,

move

oom

16006 in this great state

Iapprove of your semvice fo the Texas Horse Industry and applaud your stance on standing up fo crocked judgement The rules regarding historical racing are absolutely in your jurisdiction. | urge

you notto repel the rules and allow the legal process to play outin court.

Thanks,

Gina
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Govemor Patrick,

My partner 1s a licensed thoroughbred owner in the state of Texas. She has been racing horses for 12 vears and has enjoyed
horse racing for 40 plus years.

Texas horse racing is not what it once was in this state. Owners, breeders , trainers and all of the folks behind the scenes are
suffering because we can't compete w neighboring states that support their own horse industry . Consequently, the Texas
industry has slowly been migrating to states where governments support this long standing business.

I find 1t appalling that our Texas government wishes to put thousands of people out of work and deny the citizens of our state
the privilege of enjoying a sport that is deeply embedded in the American culture! Why, I ask my self! Why would the Texas

govemment want all of the revenue and tax dollars spent on this sport to land in the pockets of our neighboring states let alone
render thousands of people out of jobs. Questions that no one cares to answer! Is there some hidden agenda here?

I ask vou to allow the Texas Thoroughbred Commission the night to have historical racing which 1s technically legal in the

scope of their authority. Please stop the parties who are illegally trying to block the TTA agenda and please don't let these
individuals selfishly ruin the beloved industry.

Thu 1/28/2016 6:18 AM

Tommy eullard |

Historical Racing Machines

Everyone in Texas that owns, participatas, reaps rewards for sale and upkeep of horse farms, ranches, trainers, owners, jockeys, grooms , support staff sale of trucks, trailers, feed, fuel, fertilizer, equipment, fences, hired help,
insurance, taxes, etc, need your help innot caving in to any legislators or anyone trying to stop Texas racing. Hold your ground on historical racing machines. We need them. Tommy Bullard, ( farm owner, trainer, veterinarian).

From:
To: info@txrc.texas.gov
Ce-

Subject: HRTs
Date: Thu, 21 Jan 2016 06:51:40 -0800

Please hold strong and refuse to repeal the rules. 'm 2 small time breeder owner trainer and | believe that we can win this thing in court. We need you fo stand strong. Mr. Pabla’s your responsibility is not to the agency, but to the
industry that you regulate. A few senatars are fighting 1o keep us frem our day in court, please don't let them de that

May God bless you in a special way teday.

Thu 1/14/2016 6:46 PM

Historical Racing

info

Dear Mr. Chalrman: Ny name Is Betty Knox and | am a retired school administrator and a partner In Southwestem Radng, LLC, a Texas Corporation. The partnership was formed In 2006 and has bred, raised and raced
thoroughbreds sinez it's inception. The current chmate regarding the "standoff” between the Texas Racing Commission (TRC), the Legislative Budget Board chairwwoman and the Lt. Governor is vexing to say the least. The
consequencas of shutting down the TRC and the fall out from the shut down are unimaginable. Everyone associated with the racing industry will be hurt in the cruelest way, but especially those at the lower tier. Loss of
employment by those who may be corsideraed unskilled will suffer the worst because they don't have knowledge of how to navigate any socal services that may be available to them to help them find employment. Those who
do, however, will from lines at the unemployment offices the likes of which have not been seen.

The most disturbing facet of the standoff is the unethical acceptance (by the LBB chairwoman and the Lt. Governor) of political contributions from out of state Casino owners who do not want horse racing in Texas to remain
viable. Where | come from thisis czllec a CONFLICT of INTEREST. Nelson and Patrick, and other, are not the goody, goody representatives they strive to portray. They are two-faced to put it politely. Patrick says he wants to

come up with a viable solution to the problem presented by shutting down the TRC, but he won't even meet with officials of the state organization, the Texas Thoroughbred Assodiation.

All this to say, please vote to fully fund the Texas Racing Commission for the next two years, Let the Courts decide if the TRC has the authority to approve the addition of Historical Racing Machines at Texas race tracks, and not
politicizns who are unethical and two-faced.

Thank you for your time. | welcome any thoughts you may be willing to share with me regarding your position on this matter.

Betty Knox
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Thu 1/14/2016 12:24 A,

Info

Mr Trout,

Thanks te you and the entire Commissicn for helding firm on the HRT rules. If these rules are not allowed to stand court resolution will be rendered moot. | believe the
Commission has the authority to pass these rules which are so essential to the viability of our industry.

My breeding business has suffered an 80% decline in bockings this year. The uncertainty has people sitting on the sidelines. We will not survive in Texas without a positive
resolution in favor of HRT's.

Thank you,

Mike Grossman
Eureka Thoroughbred Farm

Wed 1/13/2016 B:15 AM

<on _

Katherine Eri¢
Historical Racing
o info

+ Getmorea

Chuck Trout

Executrve Director

Texas Racmg Commission
Mr. Trout,

1 am a Republican who 1s opposed to the repeal of the Histoncal Racing rules. [ am making a formal request that the rules be kept m place. [ believe this wall increase the viability of Texas horse racing tracks and bring
money to our state. Please let me know if there is more I can do to keep these rules in place. I do not see a problem with historical racing machines

1 appreciate your consideration of this matter.
Smcerely,

Katherine

Katherine Oates Erickson

Senior Vice President
Vanguard Public Affairs, Inc.

Sun 1/10/2016 11:57 AM
Historical Racing

We should keep hustoncal racing for our tracks for survival in a desperate industry [ have horses and may be strugglng to survive because what do I do with my Texas bred horses also I want to emphasize that the
decision about historical racing should be decided i the courts not by politicians who have accepted money from casino people outside the state of Texas please be assured that I am for keeping historical racing on the
agenda until the courts have decided if the courts decide 1t ne=ds to be done by the legislature then the Legislature should do it which means they should not oppose helping a Texas industry that is traditional in the
state of Texas Thanks Ron Kotara

Info

11/9/2016 8:11 AM

Historical Racing

To inf
Bing Maps + Get more app:
Mr. Trout,

As an active horse owner and industry employer, | am disgusted with the current administration’s effort to destroy our industry which is politically motivated and funded by out of state interests. | am amazed at the
obvious conflict of interests shared by those paliticians who are blocking Historical Racing Terminals. Why hasn't it been disclosed that some of the Governaor's largest political contributors, along with most of his
lagislative supporters, are out of stare rasina aperators? Our politicians are under the false, arrogant pasition that they, from our Gavernar nn down, can assume they have the moral right ta decide what is hest for
their constituents without allowing those voters to express their opinion. It is wrong and needs ta be exposed.

Thank you,

Robert Grunnah SR

P.0. Box 802736
Dallas, TX 75380
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Fri 1/8/2016 3:51 PM

historical racing

+ Getmorea

| am an active race horse breeder and owner In Texas currently, I wantto make it clear that I wish to keep historical racing at Texas race tracks. Texas politiclans are making It very hard for those of us In this business to remain Iin
Texas.
P.K. Thomas

1333 Farmer Rd
Weatherford, TX 76087

Marion Farr

Historical Racing

- I

+ Get more app

ing Maps

Dear Texas Radng Commission,

The horse racing Industry In Texas Is In dire straights. Our Inability to compete with the purse levels achleved by DK, LA and NM s strangeling the Industry. You must know that many, many Texans and thelr money travel to
abutting states to utliitze race tracks and the attending betting places.

I do not see the difference between bingo, lottery, raffles and historical racing. They are all games of chance.

I belleve the withholding of funds apprapriated Is llegal. It does not speak well of our politicans to allow this, however it shows the lenghts some politicans will go to stop the implementation of historical racing.

I have read the last posted Republican policy statement in effort to understand the position of Republicans elected to the State senate and legislature with regards to the historical racing issue. As a life long voting Republican | was
appalled. Itis not the duty of our political system to legislate morality, however th2 verbage tries to disguise it. If you don't want to see races and/or gamble; DON'T. Itis not your right to stop others,

Please re-2xamine the issue and allow the implementation of historical racing in Texas.

Sincerely,

Marion Famsworth

Ward Williford

Historical Racing

Commizsioners:
Please voie in favor of kesping the historical racing rules in place. Texas racing needs more sources of revenue just like all racing in the surrounding stales. The industry is very sound in those states and yet is struggling here. That

seems crazy since Texas is in a penod of prespenty and many of #s citizens would like to play the game

Thank you

Ward Williford

From:

Date: Janu: 3 at

To: "info@txre.texas.oov" <info(@txre.texas.gov=
Subject: Historical Racing

Honorable Chuck Trout

This is to request you take out of State interests out of this and allow Texas Courts to decide if the Texas Racing Commission exceeded it's authority in approving Historical Racing at Texas Racetracks.
We have a small breeding and racing operation

Respectfully,
Edwin Carrol Key
Fri1/8/2016 6:21 AN
Carrol ey N
Historical Racing
To info
Honorable

This is to request you take out of State interests out of this and allow Texas Courts to decide if the Texas Racing Commission exceeded it's authority in approving Historical Racing at Texas Racatracks.

We have a small breeding and racing operation.

Respectfully,
Edwin Carrol Key
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galindokris I

Last hope

Good evenmg just want to send the Texas Racing Commussion a quick email on Histonical racing. Furst of all. thank vou for bemg brave and helping the Texas horse mdustry and all the fammbes who make thewr iving
from 1. It's a chame that it seems all those in power who can make a positive change refuse t00. Your are our last hope in continuing TX horse racing. Please do not buckle to political pressure and repeal historical
racing. If we are able to get the historical racing to pass it would be a game changer as you well know. So, do not let them bully you into submission if we as an industry down then let's go down fighting not a slovr
panful demise as these politicians want. Your out last hope. Agam, thank you for your help, strength, and bravery to stand up to those useless politicians who have no idea of what 1s gomg on m Texas horse industry
and honestly seems like they don't care.

Krstian Galindo

Dear Sir,

| would like to voice my opinion on why itis so important for historical racing to be supported.

Not only is it critical to Texas racing and all of its Texas supparting businesses and families etc. but it also impacts the thoroughbred business country wide.

My wife and | run a mid size thoroughbred breeding farm in Bush Louisiana but we have always relied on Texas racing and herse sales.

Itis shameful to see the horse industry to be in such dire straits. Unbelievable that racing, breeding and sales can completely disappearin Texas due to the inability to agree that the industry needs help.
The industry is in trouble country wide but Texas is in a position to save its place and develop new ways of growing its product.

My wife is originally from Texas and neither she or | ever thought we would see the day when Texans would allow themselves to be last or bad at anything very long.
We respectfully request the commissions support in this matter.

Sincerely,

Danny M Brown

Brown's Thoroughbred Farm

PO Box 333

Bush, La. 70431
E—
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