
Comments on Proposed Repeal 
of Historical Racing Rules 

Comment Period: January 1, 2016 - January 31, 2016 



Summary of Public Comments on Proposed Repeal of Rules Related to Historical Racing  

Multiple proposed amendments related to the repeal of rules authorizing and regulating historical 
racing at licensed Texas horse and greyhound racetracks were published in the Texas Register for a 
30-day public comment period on Jan. 1, 2016. Though the public comment period officially ran from
Jan. 1 through Jan. 31, since Jan. 31 fell on a Sunday, staff continued to accept comments through 
Feb. 1. A total of nearly 1,000 comments were received during this period in the form of letters, 
emails, and faxes. All but one of the comments were in opposition to the proposed repeal of the 
historical racing rules. The vast majority of the comments summarized in this document (about 95 
percent) were form letters and emails. Please see below for examples and totals. 

Letter in FAVOR of Repeal 

1 of 47



Letters and Emails OPPOSED to Repeal 
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TRC STAFF NOTE 
Attached to the January 31, 2016, letter from Andrea Young are comments and 
documents previously submitted in connection with the original adoption of the historical 
racing rules in 2014 and in connection with the previously posted proposal to repeal the 
rules in 2015.  These include: 

• The original request letter from the racing industry dated May 27, 2014, 
petitioning for the proposal of rules authorizing and regulating pari-mutuel 
wagering on historical racing.  A copy of this letter may be found online at: 
http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/packets/p20140610.pdf beginning on 
page 20, where it was part of the June 10, 2014, Commission meeting packet.  
The letter sets out the history of the development of the proposed rules, 
describes the competitive disadvantage that Texas racing has in comparison to 
other states, and describes the positive financial effects that historical racing 
would have on Texas racing stakeholders.  The petition is signed by 
representatives of every racetrack and every horse and greyhound organization.  

• Various letters of support for the initial proposal of historical racing rules.  These 
were also part of the June 10, 2014, Commission meeting packet and may be 
found online 
at http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/packets/p20140610.pdf beginning 
on page 69.  The letters frequently describe the authors' interest and/or 
experience in racing and always express support for historical racing.  Some of 
the letters were signed by or on behalf of industry organizations. 

• Comments in response to the publication of the proposed rules in the June 27, 
2014, issue of the Texas Register.  These letters were part of the public 
comments packet for the August 28, 2014, Commission meeting.  They may be 
found online 
at: http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/materials/20140728 PublicComm
ents.pdf. These include: 

o A detailed letter from Ms. Young in which she addresses the decline in 
horse racing and projects that historical racing will increase purses in 
Texas by approximately 40% and increase the state's total economic 
activity by $500 to $600 million.  Ms. Young's letter also responds to 
issues raised by bingo advocates by denying that there is any evidence 
that historical racing will have a negative impact on bingo operations.  Ms. 
Young's letter addresses legislative press releases and the request for an 
attorney general's opinion by Rep. Dan Flynn by pointing out perceived 
inaccuracies in those documents. The letter also requests two technical 
corrections to the proposed rules, which the Commission agreed to make. 

o A letter submitted by Bill Moltz on behalf of several racetracks in support 
of the proposed rules and agreeing with the request for changes made by 
Ms. Young. 

o Letters in support of the proposed rules by the Texas Horsemen's 
Partnership and the Texas Quarter Horse Association. 

o A letter in opposition to the proposed rules from the Senate Republican 
Caucus which is signed by 15 State Senators. The letter challenges the 
Commission's authority to adopt the rules and asserts that the subject 
should be reserved for the Legislature's consideration. 
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o A letter signed by representatives of the Texas Arabian Breeders 
Association, the Texas HBPA, the Texas Paint Horse Association, the 
Texas Quarter Horse Association, the Texas Thoroughbred Association, 
and the Texas Thoroughbred HBPA disagreeing with the letter from the 
Senate Republican Caucus.  This letter maintains that the Commission 
does have the authority to adopt the rules and points out the dire 
economic circumstances of the racing industry.  There is also a similar, 
separate letter from the Texas Greyhound Association. 

o Letters of support for historical racing from economic development 
organizations and municipalities, including the Texas Association of 
Business, the Franklin-Simpson Chamber of Commerce, the City of Grand 
Prairie, and the City of Flores. 

o A letter from Gaming Laboratories International asserting that any 
wagering conducted under the proposed rules would comply with the pari-
mutuel system of wagering. 

o Several letters of support from individual industry stakeholders. 
o Documentation of several petitions in support of the rules endorsed by 

over 11,000 individuals and one petition in opposition endorsed by 548 
individuals.  

o Documentation of the Public Comment Hearing held on June 17, 2014, at 
which 410 comments were submitted in support of the rules and 161 
comments were submitted in opposition.  In addition, 58 individuals spoke 
in support of the rules and 5 spoke in opposition.  

o A letter from Representative Alonzo supporting the Commission's efforts 
to use its powers to help the racing industry. 

• Comments in response to the proposed repeal of historical racing published in 
the June 26, 2105, issue of the Texas Register. These letters were part of the 
public comments packet for the August 25, 2015, Commission meeting.  They 
may be found online 
at: http://www.txrc.texas.gov/agency/meetings/materials/2015CommentsOnProp
osedRepealHistoricalRacingRules.pdf.  These include: 

o Letters from State Representatives Turner, Davis, Howard, and Rodriguez 
stating that Rider 7 funding should not be viewed as contingent on repeal 
of the historical racing rules. 

o A letter from Representative Moody in support of historical racing. 
o A legal brief prepared on behalf of the Texas Thoroughbred HBPA in 

support of the Commission's authority to adopt the historical racing rules. 
This brief was prepared by former Texas Supreme Court Justice Scott 
Brister. 

o Letters in opposition to the repeal of the historical racing rules from: the 
Texas Greyhound Association; the Texas Thoroughbred Association; the 
Texas Horsemen's Partnership; the Jockeys' Guild; and Sam Houston, 
Valley, and Laredo Race Parks. 

o Documentation of several petitions in opposition to repeal of the rules 
endorsed by 756 individuals.  
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“As a Texan and Fan” Letters: 111 

   Emails: 299 

 

 

“As a Texas Horseman” Letters: 92 

   Emails: 267 
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“Please Do Not” Letters: 41 
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“Stand Tall” Letters:  14 
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“It is Necessary” Letters: 14 

 

 

 

“A Year Ago” Letters: 11 
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“I’m Writing to Ask” Letters: 9 
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